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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

The subject of this pamphlet is Father Michel Moncoq who drowned in the 

St. Clair River on 1 January 1856 while returning from a sick call to 

Algonac, Michigan. He was buried in L t Eg1ise du Sacré—Coeur at Baby's 

Point, Ontario the church from which he set out on his last journey. One 

hundred years ago, on 11 June 1878, Father Moncoq’s remains were re— 

moved from their original resting place and reburied in a new Sacred 

Heart Church at Port Lambton. 

Bishop Ralph Hubert Dignan wrote in his unpublished Notes Towards a 

History of the Diocese of London Ontario, that Father Moncoq was the last 

but by no means the least of the missionary priests who labored among the 

Indians of Southwestern Ontario. Published accounts of his short life 

have tended to interweave fact with legend. An invitation to contribute 

an article on this missionary priest to the Dictionary of Canadian 

Biography led the author to the sources for Father Moncoq’s life. This 

pamphlet is an expansion of that article. It is divided into two parts, 

"The Life of Father Michel Moncoq" and "Sources of Information", an 

outline of the quest for accurate information that may be of some small 

interest for its own sake. 

 

  



l,  LIFE OF FATHER MICHEL MONCOQ 
 

Michel Moncoq was born in Normandy, France, at Truttemer-le-Grand, 

department of Calvados, on 2 August 1827, one of eight children born to 

Guillaume Moncoq and Marie Anne Dermottes. His father was born there in 

1783. Truttemer—le—Grande population 600, was so named to distinguish it 

from Truttemer-le-Petit, a nearby hamlet of 200 souls where his mother 

was born in 1790. The name Moncoq is no longer found in the Truttemers. 

An older brother, Pierre, became a parish priest in the city of Caen and 

from his obituary in La Semaine Religieuse du Diocese de Bayeux et 

Lisieux we learn that Divine Providence doubly blessed him at birth: 

 

C’est dans le Bocage, pays privilegié de la piété, c‘est au 

sein d'une famille patriarcale qu'elle le fit naitre. 

The Bocage of Normandy, with its hedge—lined fields, was called a "holy 

land", like several rural districts in nineteenth century Ontario, e.g. 

Adjala, Maidstone, because of the number of priestly and religious 

vocations that came from it. The Moncoq family did its share to keep up 

the reputation of the Bocage with two priests and two nuns in the 

family. 

 

Bishop Dignan in his Notes described Father Moncoq as family as both 

prominent and well—to—do. There was enough money to send four boys to 

the Petit Séminaire de Villiers, midway between Truttemer-le-Grand 

and Bayeux. Of the four, two became priests, one a teacher, and 

another a medical doctor. This last boy, Dominique, was the twin 

brother of Michel. The diocesan archives record that Michel received 

first tonsure on 24 May 1850 and minor orders on 21 December of the 

same year. In 1851 he was ordained subdeacon on June 15th and deacon 

on December 20th. 

 

  



6 TORONTO 

The newly ordained deacon did not have the same desire for a life of 

priestly service in his native diocese that animated his brother, 

Pierre. From an early age he. had dreamt of a missionary life in a 

foreign land where he might win a martyr's crown. Now in Bishop 

Dignan’s words, 

 

chancing one day to read an account of the Jesuit missionaries 

who had lately returned to Sandwich (Ontario), he conceived a 

strong desire to labor  in that district, which he at first 

confounded with the Sandwich Islands  in the Pacific Ocean. 

Father Edward Kelly wrote in his Biographical Notes that it was after 

reading a letter of Bishop Charbonnel on the lack of priests in his diocese 
that Rev. Mr. Moncoq wished to come to Toronto. 

 

On 10 July 1852, Mgr. Louis—Francois Robin granted him an exeat from 

the Diocese of Bayeux and Lisieux so that he might be ordained for 

service in the diocese of Toronto. At Le Havre, on 4 August 1852, he 

left for Toronto travel ling with four Basilians who were coming to 

found a school in that city. They made the passage on the Franklin 

under the command of Captain Wallon. One of the Basilians, William 

Flannery later said that on the voyage Rev. Mr. Moncoq "gained every 

heart by the suavity of his manners, his modest deportment and his 

retiring disposition." 

 

The ship docked in New York on August 17th. The Toronto group spent a 

day there with the Mercy Fathers and another with the Redemptorist 

Fathers in Rochester, N.Y. On August 21st Bishop de Charbonnel welcomed 

them to Toronto and took them into his residence.  

 

During the next five weeks the would—be missionary helped in the 

cathedral parish where 

 

  



ORDINATION 7 

his name appears in the registers four times between Sunday, September 

19th and the following Sunday, the 26th e He did not see much of Bishop 

de Charbonnel who left for Quebec shortly after his new recruits arrived, 

re— turned on September 25th and left for Cincinnati on the 30th, but in 

their conversations he made known his desire to work among the Indian 

people of the diocese. This pleased the Bishop and he promised a year 

free from pastoral duties after ordination for the study of their 

languages. 

When Michel informed his family that he had volunteered for service 

among the Indians in Canada he met with opposition and he was forced to 

leave without bidding them goodbye.  

Bishop Dignan tells us, 

His first duty upon his arrival in Canada was to address to 

his mother a most pious letter which completely won her 

approval of his course of action. Again after his ordination 

on September 29th [18521, the feast of St. Michael, he wrote 

hen that he had celebrated his First Mass and that the 
presents usually given on such occasions might be sent to 

him now. He would soon be in a vast parish, where he would 

build a church or many of them, and these he would adorn 

with the gifts. 

Bishop de Charbonnel was a member of the Sulpician Fathers who had 

lived in Montreal before coming to Toronto. He was acquainted with this 

Community’s work at the parish of L'Annonciation, Lac des Deux—

Montagnes, Oka, Québec, where Algonquins and Iroquois lived 

(separately) on the same mission. It was to this parish that he sent 

Father Moncoq to study Indian languages and customs. The records of the 

mission have been destroyed in 

 

  



8 INDIAN LANGUAGES 

in a fire and it Is not possible to gay to what extent. Father Moncoq 

joined in the work of the parish. He arrived towards the end of an era 

characterized by rigorous discipline and the defence of old customs. 

Faults, sometimes even light ones, were punished by public penance at 

the door of the church and marriage outside the tribe wag strictly 

forbidden. This year of preparation wag not all study. Archbishop, later 
Cardinal, Cajetan Bedini, former Papal Nuncio to Brazil visited 

Montreal in September 1853 and Father Moncoq wrote his mother that he 

had driven around the city with the Nuncio, Bishop Ignace Bourget of 

Montreal and his own Bishop de Charbonnel. Bishop Dignan quotes from this 
letter which sums up the accomplishments of this first year of study. 

He has been a year in Canada and is satisfied. He now knows English 

and Algonquin fairly well and has translated part of the Scriptures 

and of the life of Christ into the native tongue. He will put the 

rest of his time on Iroquois with Father Marcoux who wishes to make 

him, as he says, his heir in the science of Indian languages. 

 

Father Joseph Marcoux was well known to Bishop de Charbonnel and had 

accompanied him to Toronto in 1850 on the occasion of his installation. 

Father Marcoux was then 62 years of age. He had worked among the Indians 

for forty years and during the past two had been preparing an Oblate 

priest to succeed him in the parish Of St. Francois—Xavier, Caughnawaga 

Comté Laprairie, Québec. Father Moncoq t s signature appears in the parish 

registers between 6 November 1853 and 12 February 1854. Bishop Dignan 

wrote, 

On May 24th, 1854, Father Moncoq left Caughnawaga and two days 

later arrived at Owen Sound from whence he took the 

 

  



OWEN SOUND                             9 

stage to Penetanguishene, where Father Ternet introduced him 

to the practical side of the life of an Indian missionary. 

 

The parish of Penetanguishene had been without a pastor for six months 

during which time Father Nicolas Fremiot, SJ, had been filling in. With 

the coming of Spring he had to return to his own missions e and left St. 

Ann's before Father Moncoq arrived. Father Claude Ternet had been at St. 

Peter's Parish, Raleigh, near Tilbury, and had on occasion ministered to 

the Indians in the Ste Clair River district to which Father Moncoq would 

shortly be appointed. A warm friendship sprang up between the two 

priests, both natives of France. One month before his untimely death, 

Father Moncoq wrote to Father Pierre Point, SJ, that "he needed 

spiritual and corporal rest, and that he was going to make a retreat 

with good Father Ternet." Father Ternet later expressed profound sorrow 

on learning of his compatriot’s death. 

Among the places attended from Penetanguishene was Owen Sound where the 
visiting priest ministered to settlers in the growing town and to the 

Indians whose reservation came to the west bank of the Sydenham River 

until October 1854. Father Moncoq 's name does not appear in the 

registers of St. Ann's Parish, Penetanguishene, but he had many 

associations with the early days of what was to be St. Mary vs of the 

Assumption Parish, Owen Sound. A.M. Stephens recalled that about the year 

1854,  

a young French priest was sent here for the purpose of 

establishing a permanent mission. He purchased a lot on 

which the Separate School now stands and had a stone 

building erected thereon. So far as I can remember the house 

of Henry McCabe on the 

 

  



10 ST, CLAIR RIVER MISSIONS 

west side of the river was used for services till the 

new building was finished. This young priest, who 

became a general favorite while here, was drowned in 

the River St. Clair while on a visit to that part of 

the country. 

The Jesuit Fathers at Ste. Croix, Manitoulin Island, also attest 

to Father Moncoq's presence in Owen Sound by an entry for Sunday 

9 July 1854, in their mission diary: 

Arriva M. 1'abbé Moncoq, missionaire d’Owen Sound. Il 

passa trois jours chez nous jusqu'au Mercredi. 

On this visit he may consulted Father Fremiot about Owen Sound, or 

perhaps he already knew about his appointment to the St. Clair River 

Missions and talked about them with Father Dominique Duranquet, SJ, 

who had spent several years on those missions. He did not abandon 

Owen Sound after this new appointment, coming back in the Fall of 

1855, and possibly in the Spring of that year, visits which led the 

parishioners to hope that he would be named their first resident 

pastor. 

One of the reasons why Bishop de Charbonnel disappointed the people 

of Owen Sound was criticism about the number of French—speaking 

priests he had brought into Toronto diocese.  He tried to place them 

whenever possible in settlements with some French population. In 1854 

the St. Clair River Missions became vacant when Rev. John Doherty 

withdrew from the diocese of Toronto. There were old French 

settlements along the St. Clair River and farther down was the parish 

of the Assumption in French—speaking Sandwich from which the Jesuit 

Fathers had attended to the spiritual needs of the Indian people 

along the river. They could be helpful to the new missionary who had 

just completed two years of preparation 

  



11 ST, CLAIR RIVER MISSIONS 

for his work, and Father Moncoq was appointed to the vacancy. Father 

James Mugan's history of St. Joseph's Parish, Corunna, states: 

He had charge of all the missions in the territory north of Walpole 

Island, i.e. Baby's Point, Port Lambton, Moore, Sarnia, Kettle 

Point, Grand Bend, Aux Sable, Bayfield, Plympton, Inniskillen, and 

to the confines of civilization in the interior. 
 

He is also known to have visited the Indians at Point Pelee and Yalden 

and in the opposite direction to have continued attending Owen Sound. 

When called upon he crossed the river to look after people at Port 

Huron, Marine city, Newport and Algonac Michigan. The registers of St. 

Joseph's Parish, Corunna, date his ministry from 15 October 1854 

through December 1855. 

 
One decision that Father Moncoq had to make was where to live. Earlier 

missionaries had lived in the extreme southwest corner of Lambton County, 

on Walpole Island, and later at Baby's Point on the Canadian side 

opposite the Island. A note written in a parish register on 28 June 1901 

by Father Mugan informs us that Father Moncoq chose a more central 

location and 

lived at the Mooretown Church, at least most of the time 

with Mrs. Paul Cicero (Mrs. Jeremiah White) as his 

housekeeper. He may have lived a while on Walpole Island, 

and perhaps a while at Sarnia. 

In the history of St. Joseph's Parish he adds, 

In Father Moncoq’s person, the Indians welcomed again a 
Black—gown who could speak and pray and celebrate the 

mysteries of the Great Manitou
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DEATH 
 

in their own sweet language. He had much success in ministering to the 
Redmen. 

 

Bishop Dignan noted his priestly zeal: 

It was no uncommon feat for him to celebrate Mass on the 

same day in widely distant missions. No Indian 
reserve was too remote to receive his frequent visits His 

sweetness of disposition and affability of manner won all 

hearts, particularly those of the Indian members of his flock 

whose spiritual welfare he had so much at heart. He preached the 

gospel in season and out of season, in English, French, Algonquin 
or Iroquois as his audience required. 

 
A month before his death Father Moncoq wrote to Father Pierre Point, SJ, at 

Sandwich that "everything was going well because he had always lots to do. 

"On Christmas Eve, 1855, he wrote to Bishop de Charbonnel, according to 

Bishop Dignan, that "he wished to bind himself by the vows of poverty and 

obedience that he might live the more mortified to himself, the more 

devoted to souls and the more united to God.” 

On New Year's Day, 1856, he said Mass in 1'Eglise du Sacré—Coeur at 

Baby's Point, a small brick structure where the priest's quarters were on 

the ground floor and the floor above was the church. Late in the 

afternoon he was called to Algonac, Michigan, to attend a sick woman. When 
he had ministered to her, he set out alone for Baby's Point, but fell 

into the water at a weak spot in the ice and drowned. 

The Toronto Mirror reported the tragic death of “Rev. Mr. Moncoy” (the first 
of many misspellings of his name) on 11 January 1856, 

  



 

14 TRIBUTE TO FATHER MONCOQ 

and the Lambton Observer and Western Advertiser printed its obituary on 
31 January same year together with a poetic tribute signed "Rachel." 

 

TO THE MEMORY OF THE REV. W. MONCOG 

Thou hast fallen a martyr on thy mission here, Thou was drowned in crossing 
the broad St. Clair,  

From a visit of mercy, the sinner to save, Thy death thou foundest 'neath the 
ice bound wave. 

 

Far away from thine own lov'd France thou didst roam 

To seek in Canadian wilds a home, From a mother's love, and a sister's 
caress, To succour the Indian in his soul's distress. 

 

But tho' lost to all who loved thee here,  

Thou wilt plead for us in a brighter sphere, 

Where the inscrutable ways of the chastening rod, 
Shall be revealed to thee, at the throne of God. 

May the Great Spirit hear my prayer, 

And give thee the crown of thy virtues here, A chaplet of flowers 

which never shall fade, The blossom of virtue beyond the grave. 

The news of Father Moncoq's death was naturally very disturbing in the 

diocese. Bishop Dignan writes: 

As various ugly reports were at once circulated to the effect 

that Father Moncoq had been murdered, Father Point, V.G., of 

Sandwich sent Fathers Raynel and Grimot to investigate 

matters and on February 8th he reported to Bishop de 

Charbonnel as follows: 
 
I shall give your Lordship an account of the visit made by 

Father Joseph Grimot to River St. Clair. In the 

  



 

RUMOURS             15 

 
first place he went to Baby’s Point, accompanied by Father Jean 

Raynel and learned from Mr. Kelly that Father Moncoq had left 

Moore to go on a long missionary trip; that in making this 

journey he had come to say Mass at the chapel at Baby's Point 

on New Year's Day; that about six o'clock in the evening, he 

was called to Algonac to minister to a sick woman and towards 

half seven started to return alone. About thirty feet from the 

bank which he had just left, the path made a detour to avoid an 

open space and not seeing this, he continued his steps straight 

ahead and cast himself into the water It seems that he 

struggled for a while. His cries were heard, but no one heeded 

them, thinking them to be the screams of some drunken Indian. 

 

The following day the people went to search for him. They 

followed his footsteps as far as the fatal opening. There was 

no doubt but that every trace of him had disappeared with the 

current. Father Joseph [Grimot] himself went to visit the spot. 

 

Father Grimot put Father Moncoq's papers in a box which he left with 

Mr. Baby. Father Point went on in his report to give examples of Father 
Moncoq’s zeal and to them he joined this incident: 

Some time ago, on a missionary trip to the Au Sable River, 

he was seized by several men, from whose hands, he only 

escaped by the fleetness of his horse. 

Father Moncoq body was not found until 23 July 1856. Mr. John Kelly 

sent a report on 

  



 

16                                                                                                         BURIAL 
 

its finding and burial to the Most Rev. Adolphe Pinsonneault, the 
recently installed Bishop of London. Bishop Dignan quotes his letter: 

I wish to inform your Lordship that the body of the Rev. Father 

Moncoq was found floating on the American shore, about one and a 

half miles from where he fell through the ice. A coroner's was 

held by the American authorities, who sent for me to come and 
identify the remain. I did so, and they gave me the hollow gold 

box that he used to wear around his neck. I think it was to 

carry the Blessed Sacrament. Two medals were also picked up. I 
think he used to wear one of them around his neck. I went this 

morning to the man who has them but he refused to give them up 

to me.  As we couldn't get a priest to direct us, I had Father 
buried in the church at the Point, for owing to the decayed state 
of his body, we could not keep him any longer. 
 

Father Mugan in his history of St. Joseph's Parish, Corunna, gives 

Michell's Bay at the place where Father Moncoq's body was found. 

Writing to Rev. Clément Boulanger, Jesuit Superior in New York 

City, on 10 February 1856, Father Point said: 

La mission de la Riv. S. Clair vient de perdre son 

missionaire, Mr. Moncoq, jeune et saint pretre, qui apres 

avoir donné la preuve d'une charité héroique, 
(si elle avait été plus prudente) s’est noyé dans la 

riviére en venant d'administrer un malade. Les pauvres 

Sauvages de Walpool et de Fort Sarnia sont donc encore 

abandonnés. Pauvres malheureux: 
  



 

FINANCES            17 
 

(The Mission of the St. Clair River has just lost its 

missionary, Mr. Moncoq, a young and holy priest, who after 

giving proof of heroic charity (if only it had been more 

prudent) drowned in the river when returning from a sick call. 

The Indians of Walpole Island and Fort Sarnia are once more 

without a priest. Poor unfortunates.) 

The Indians would be attended henceforth by the pastors of neighboring 

parishes with occasional visits from priests who spoke their language, 

possibly en route to or from Manitoulin Island. The era of missionary 

priests in Southwestern Ontario came to a close with the death of F9ther 

Michel Moncoq whose priestly life embraced twenty—four months of 

preparation for an active ministry of fifteen. 

At the time of his sudden death, Father Moncoq left some unfinished 

financial business. Mr. John O'Leary of Sombra wrote to Bishop de 
Charbonnel on 24 March 1856 that 

$75 was due [to] Father Moncoq [of which] $26 [was] for 

salary there is $36 due for carpenter work at the church, 

$23 to one man and $13 to another. 

 
Father Moncoq appointed no trustees since he came here. 

He only asked me to help him. He said he only wanted 

one. 

 

William Godfrey wrote from Sydenham on 12 June 1856 informing Bishop de 

Charbonnel that Father Moncoq had sold him a horse in Owen Sound on or 
about 1 November 1855 for $90. The horse did not suit him and he 
returned it to the priest who gave him back all but $23 which he had 

lent out -in some business he had 

  



 

18 CORUNNA 

transacted during the week. He offered me his note at the time but the 

offer was refused because his word was as good as his note. Another 

letter, from Andrew Mony, Owen Sound, stated that he had lent Father 

Moncoq  to be repaid on 1 January 1856, adding "We had great hopes of 

him to be allowed to remain among us." 

The body of Father Moncoq remained in L'Eglise du Sacré—Coeur from 1856 

until 1878 In 1869 Dr. Félix Gauthier, pastor of St. Joseph 's  

Parish in Corunna, wrote to the editor of the Canadian Freeman in 

Toronto that "in the course of the ensuing month of June, it is my 
intention to translate the remains of the late Father Moncoq to 

Corunna." He proposed taking up a collection to erect a monument "to 

the memory of this martyr of charity. "Nothing came of this project 

which would have brought Father Moncoq’s remains to the parish where 
the records of his spiritual ministrations are kept. A later pastor of 

Corunna, Father B. J. Watters built a large church at Port Lambton and 

dedicated it to the Sacred Heart. To this mission church he brought 

Father Moncoq t s remains on 11 June 1878 and in a solemn ceremony 

placed them in a crypt beneath the altar. A marble slab was. erected in 

the church with this Latin text:  

Hic Jacet Primus harum regionum Charitatis Martyr Dom M. 

Moncoq Sacerdos Igne Apostolicae Pietatis Aestuans  
Flagrans Animarum Munere pastoralis fungens  

Septem et viginti annos natus Gelidis 

hujusce fluminis Undis abruptus. 

(Here rests Rev. M. Moncoq, the first martyr of charity in this 

region, a priest burning with the fire of apostolic piety, zealous 
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for souls and active in pastoral work, at the age of 27 swept 

away in the icy water of this river.) 

L'Eglise du Sacré—Coeur in Baby's Point had been used less and 

less frequently and not long after the opening of Sacred Heart 

Church in Port Lambton it was torn down. The site today is part 

of Brander Park. Post World War 11 development around Port 
Lambton meant that Father Watters church had to be replaced and 

Father C.A. Pettit undertook the construction of a new church on 

the same site. He opened the crypt containing Father Moncoq's 

remains and reburied them in a spot that would be under the main 

aisle of the new church. When the new church was opened the 

original plaque was relegated to the rectory and replaced by one 

with an English text. 
Buried beneath the centre aisle are the remains of 
Rev. M. Moncoq, a secular priest who, aged 27 

years, was drowned in the St. Clair River on the 

night of the 1st of January, 1856. He was 

returning on the ice from a sick call to Algonac, 

Mich., when the tragedy occurred. His body was 
recovered the following spring, and buried under 

the old church at Baby's Point: then under the 

church that was built in 1877 on the same site as 

this present one, built in 1964—1965. 

No painting, no photograph, no description of the features 

and physique of this young and holy priest survives. 

  



II.  SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON FATHER MONCOQ 

About 1936 Rev. Edward Kelly, President of the Canadian 

Catholic Historical Association, showed me two manuscript 

volumes of Biographical Notes. He told me that he was 

planning a biographical dictionary of the Catholic priests of 

Upper Canada down to 1867, adding that his Notes included 

names not found in Cyprien Tanguay’s Répertoire Général du 

Clergé Canadien, among them, as I later found, that of Rev. 

Michel Moncoqe Father Kelly's death in 1937 at the age of 61 

added this dictionary to the list of unrealized projects in 

the field of Catholic Church History in Ontario. Worse still, 

only the first volume of his Biographical Notes has found its 

way to the Archives of the Archdiocese of Toronto. In it the 

life of Rev. Michel Moncoq begins on page 203 and a note 

advises that it was continued on page 125 of the second 

volume. 

The archivist, Rev. James McGivern, SC, located references 

to Father Moncoq in other resources of the archdiocesan 

archives: Letter Book, 1842—1865, p. 333, records receipt 

of a letter from him asking dispensations for two 

marriages; the Midland Parish Papers contain a letter from 

Rev. Claude Ternet, Penetanguishene, 23 January 1856 to 

Bishop de Charbonnel; the Charbonnel Papers have these 

letters: 13 June 1854 from Rev. Nicolas Fremiot, SJ, Ste. 
Croix, Manitoulin Island; 7 February 1856 from Andrew Mony, 

Sydenham; 24 March 1856 from John O'Leary, Sombra; and 13 

June 1856 from William Godfrey, Owen Sound.  

 

Rev. Edward Kelly wag a historian who listed  the sources he 
consulted. His note on Father Moncoq lists a Memoir 

published in France by one of his brothers. Two of his 

brothers, 
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Pierre and Dominique, are represented in the printed catalogue 

of the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, and in the National 

Union Catalog of Books Printed before 1956, but this Memoir is 

not among them. It cannot be found in the catalogues of 

Toronto libraries nor in the Burton Collection of the Detroit 

Public Library. Efforts to locate a copy through the Union 

Catalogue at the National Library, Ottawa, were unsuccessful 

as were searches made by Rev. Richard Schiefen, CSB, at the 

British Library, London, and by Rev. Charles Principe, CSB, at 

the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris. The Most Reve Ralph 

Hubert Dignan, who was Bishop of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
1934—1958, may have located copy. As a parish priest in 

Windsor he was interested in the history of his native 

diocese, and the pages of notes that his hobby accumulated 

were titled after his death, Notes Towards A History of the 

Diocese of London, Ontario. This unpublished manuscript in the 

possession of Rev. Joseph Finn, Chatham, Ontario, from whom I 

received a photocopy of the pages dealing with Father Moncoq. 

Bishop Dignan quotes, without reference to his sources, 

documents and letters not now found in archives and from 

family letters which suggests that he may be quoting from the 

Memoir referred to by Father Edward Kelly (who also refers to 

family letters). 

 
Did Father Kelly depend upon Bishop Dignan’s Notes, did the 

Bishop consult Father Kelly's Biographical Notes when writing 

about Father Moncoq? The question must remain open until the 

second volume of Father Kelly's manuscript can be found. The 

two differ in their account of how Father Moncoq came to the 

diocese of Toronto. Father Kelly states that he had read a 

letter of Bishop de Charbonnel on the need of priests in the 

diocese of Toronto. Before leaving France to take possession 

of his diocese Bishop de Charbonnel distributed 

  



 
 

ARCHIVES IN FRANCE       22 
 

a circular letter dated 22 July 1850 that Bishop described 

the diocese and its needs. Bishop Dignan states that it was 

a chance reading of an account of the Jesuit missionaries 

who had lately returned to Sandwich, Upper Canada, that 

turned his thoughts towards Canada. This account may have 

been a letter of Father Pierre Chazelle, SJ, 17 April 1845, 

published in vol. 17, November 1845 of the Annals of the 

Propagation of the Faith (pages 449-462 of the Italian 

edition in the library of St. Michael College. Bishop 

Dignan adds that Father Moncoq confused Sandwich in Canada 

with the Sandwich Islands, but Father Chazelle`s letter is 

clearly dated from Upper Canada. Perhaps the reference to 

the Sandwich Islands is a bit of romantic legend. It is 

possible the Father Moncoq read both Father Chazelle's 

letter and that of Bishop de Charbonnel. The fact that 

three of the North American Martyrs were born in Normandy 

may also have influenced his preference for work with the 

Indian people of Canada. 

 
Chanoine Guiot, archivist for the diocese of Bayeux and 

Lisieux, kindly sent the biographical facts recorded in the 

diocesan registers about Rev. Michel Moncoq, adding that he 

had never heard of the Memoir and suggesting that the 

parish priest of Truttemer—1e—Grand might have information 

on the family. Chanoine E. Villain regretted that the 

registers now at the parish begin in 1895 but from an 

unpublighed history of the parish he gave the date of birth 

of Pierre Moncoq as 7 June 1816 and that of Michel as 31 

July 1827 (a date in conflict with that given by the 

records in the diocesan archives). Chanoinr Villain also 

had a search made in the records of the Mairie which gave 

the name of another brother and the ages of the parents. He 

had never heard of the Memoir and no Moncoqs now live in 

the Truttemers. 
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Msgr. F.J. Laverty, Chancellor of the diocese of London, 

Ontario, searched the archives of the diocese in which Father 

Moncoq's grave is located and sent pages from Rev. James G. 

Mugan`s History of the Parish of Corunna, written in 1901 and 

published in instalments in the Sarnia Observer in 1949. When 

the manuscript of Bishop Dignan`s Notes became available to him 

for copying, he also sent pages from it. 

Rev. Leslie Horvath, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in Port 

Lambton, supplied the texts of the plaques erected in the 

successive church buildings and other information. Rev. Paul 

Milne, pastor of St. Joseph's Parish in Corunna where the 

records of Father Moncoq are preserved, sent photocopies of 

parish records of Father Mugan's history of the parish and G. 

Tobin's History of Our Lady of Mercy Parish Sarnia, written for 

the 25th anniversary of the parish and published in 1938 with 

the title Our Parish, Pastors, Priests. He also put me in touch 

with Mrs. Thomas Devin,a member of the parish who is interested 

in its history. 

In the archives of St. Michael's College is an unpublished life 

of Reverend Jean Mathieu Soulerin, 1807—1879, by Rev. Leo Burns, 

CSB, which gives information about Father Moncoq`s journey to 

Canada. Rev. E. Dowling, SJ, archivist for the Jesuit Province 

of Upper Canada, made available a photocopy of the Wikemikonq 

Diaries, vol. 2, August 1852 to November 1859, which records the 

visit of Rev. Michel Moncoq to the Jesuit missionaries on 

Manitoulln Island in July 1854 (The photocopy was fortunately 

made before the original was destroyed in a fire at the 

Mission.) He also drew attention to the notes of Rev. Francis 

Nelligan, SJ, made from Father Pierre Point's unpublished 

history of Assumption Parish, Sandwich with Its description of 

the 
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Indian Mission on Walpole Island and one of the church at 

Baby's Point. Rev. Joseph Cossette, SJ, archivist for the 

Jesuit Province of French Canada, supplied a photocopy of a 

letter written by Rev. Pierre Point, SJ, Sandwich, Ontario, to 

Rev. Clément Boulanger, SJ, in New York City, dated 10 

February 1856 and referring to Father Moncoq's death. Rev. 

Léon Lajoie, SJ, consulted the registers of St. Francois—

Xavier Parish, Caughnawaga and found the dates between which 

Father Moncoq's name appears in them. 

Many kind people supplemented the information provided by 

archival sources, or confirmed the lack of it, by answering 

letters, among them: Rev. Roger Lachapelle, PSS, Paroisse de 

1'Annonciation, Oka, Comté des Deux Montagnes, Québec; Rev. 

Henri Béchard, SJ, Centre Kateri Tekakwitha, Caughnawaga, 

Québec; Rev. Louis Dignard, St. Ann's Parish, Penetanguishene; 

Mrs. Alice Dalligan, Chief, Burton Historical Collection, 

Detroit Public Library; Rev. Bruno Harel, PSS, Montreal; Mrs. 

Thomas Devin, R.R. No. 1, Port Lambton; Rev. Thomas Lawlor, CSB, 

St. Mary's of the Assumption Parish, Owen Sound; Rev. E.H. 

Robert, St. Peter's Parish, R.R. No. 2, Tilbury, Ont.; Mrs. 

Connor Duggan, Irish Block, Ont.; Rev. A.H. Busch, St. Joseph's 

Church, Markdale; Rev. C.A. Pettit, St. Mary's Hospital, London, 

Ontario; Mr. Fred Morrissey, R.R. No. 2, Flesherton, Ont.; Rev. 

Gregory Blonde, Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Wallaceburg, 

Ontario; Rev. Ernest J. Lajeunesse, CSB, Assumption Parish 

(Sandwich) Windsor; Rev. J.L. Allie, OMI, st. Paul's University, 

Ottawa; Rev. Robert L. Wurm, St. Stephen's Parish, Port Huron, 

Michigan; Mr. Howard L. Muzzy, County Clerk, St. Clair County, 

Port Huron, Michigan; Dr. C.M. Kopp, Medical Examiner, St. Clair 

County, Port Huron Hospital, Port Huron, Michigan. 

 
The map collection in the Metropolitan Toronto 
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Central Library has a map of the Western District of the 

Province of Canada, 66" x 48.5" with part of the adjoining 

State of Michigan, which shows the missions attended by Father 

Moncoq. It was drawn by William Billyard and Richard Parr, 

civil engineers, and published in 1847 at Toronto by Scobie & 

Balfour. A detailed later map in the same library is that of 

Lambton County compiled under instructions from the Municipal 

Council of the County by Jones and Moore, civil engineers, in 

December 1873. This map, 81" x 55" in four sheets, was 

published in Toronto by Copp Clark. Belden's Illustrated 

Historical Atlas of the County of Lambton was first published 

in 1880, then in 1973 it was edited and published with 

additions by Edward Phelps. 

 
The earliest printed work with information on Rev. Michel 

Moncoq is A.M. Stephens, The Early Days of Owen Sound, Owen 

Sound, ITT3. A copy of this pamph1et is in the Archives of 

Ontario. Two books that relate to the location of Father 

Moncoq's missionary labors are Jean Turnbull El ford, A History 

of Lambton County, Sarnia, 1967, written under the auspices of 

the Lambton County Historical Society, and Albert J. Johnston, 

Lambton County, Names and Places, second edition, revised, 

1942, published by the Lambton County Council. 

When the remains of Father Moncoq were transferred to Port 

Lambton on 11 June 1878, the sermon in English was preached 

by Rev. William Flannery who came to Toronto with him and who 

had knowledge of his brief priestly life. This eulogy, given 

twenty—two years after Father Moncoq 's death, contains a 

number of inaccuracies, e.g. the statement that his brother 

was Vicar General of the diocese of Caen, a diocese that does 

not exist, nor was the brother, Pierre, ever a Vicar General. 

Neither the Golden Jubilee: St. Mary's of the Assumption 

Church, Owen Sound, Ontario, 1871-1921, 
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edited by Rev. Albert Joseph Hurley; nor The Basilian 

Centennial, 1863—1963, Owen and Missions, separate fact from 

legend their brief treatment of Rev. Michel Moncoq. There is 

less legend but still factual inaccuracies in the Centennial 

Book, 1865—1965, St. Stephen' s Church, Port Huron, and 

Victor J. Dudek, Our Lady of Mercy, a Centennial History, 

1878-1978, Sarnia, 1977. All four parish histories misspell 
the name, each pair in a different way. The origin of the 

misspellin Owen Sound can be traced to Rev. Theobald Spetz, 

The Catholic Church in Waterloo County With a Summary History 

of the Diocese of Hamilton and a of Clergy, Toronto, 1916.  

The earliest newspaper mention of Rev. Michel Moncoq's death 

is in the Toronto Mirror, 11 January 1856. As was mentioned 

earlier, the name was spelled Moncoy. (Seen in the Baldwin 

Room of the Metropolitan Toronto Central Library) The Lambton 

Observer and Western Advertiser carried an obituary notice on 

31 January 1856, with a poetic tribute by Rachel, "To the 

Memory of the Rev. W. Moncog. "(Seen in the Robarts Library, 

University of Toronto) The Canadian Freeman, Toronto, 20 May 

1969, is the authority for a proposal to move Father Moncoq's 

remains from Baby's Point to Corunna. (Seen in the Archives 

of Ontario) The Irish Canadian, Toronto, 19 June 1878, 

carried a full account of the transfer of his remains to Port 
Lambton, including the text of Rev. William Flannery's 

eulogy. (Seen in the Robarts Library, University of Toronto) 

The Sarnia Observer and Lambton Advertiser reported this on 

21 June 1878 spelling the name Montcoq, the form used in the 

centennial histories of St. Stephen's Church, Port Huron, and 

Our Lady of Mercy Church, Sarnia. (Seen in the Robarts 

Library, U of T) The Sarnia Observer published Rev. James 

Mugan, History of St. Joseph`s Parish, Corunna, in six 

installments in 1949, the sixth installment containing the 

life 
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of Father Moncoq. (Printed text not seen) Another newspaper that 

may have contained references to Father Moncoq is the Catholic 

Citizen, Toronto. Only widely scattered issues were located, 

none about the time of his ordination, his appointment to the 

St. Clair Missions, and his death. 

The picture that emerges from the search for information about 

Father Moncoq is one of failure to preserve records of earlier 

ages and of failure to organize those that have survived so 

that they may be well used It is tragic that many early 

documents have been lost, but this is excusable in the light 

of the hardships of those times. Less understandable is the 

loss of recent documents, e.g. the second volume of Rev. 

Edward Kelly's Biographical Notes. The appointment of 

archivists in recent years will assure the collecting, 

organizing, preservation and making available to users those 

that have survived. 

What would be helpful is a new group of historians 

interested in the Catholic heritage of Ontario who would go 

back to the sources and use them to separate fact from 

legend. One such historian, Rev. Brian Hogan, CSB, inspired 

this pamphlet when he asked, "What happens to all the 

material you gathered and could not use in your article for 

the Dictionary of Canadian Biography?” May its publication 

foster objectives of the founding members of the Canadian 

Catholic Historical Association: 

 
to encourage historical research and public 

interest in the field of the history of the 

Catholic Church; 

to promote the preservation of historical sites 

and buildings, documents and significant 

heirlooms of the past; 

to publish historical studies and documents as 

circumstances may permit. 



28                                                                              CONCLUS ION 

One thing that is evident from the life of Father Moncoq is the 

interest of Bishop de Charbonnel in the spiritual welfare of the 

native people of his diocese, and his generosity in giving a 

priest two years off from the active pastoral ministry to study 

their languages and customs and so prepare himself for work 

among them. Father Moncoq himself stands out as a priest of 

intense zeal, physically strong enough to carry on the labors 

his zeal proposed, an easily approachable man who quickly gained 

the confidence of people, a priest of deep personal piety, 

strong on love of neighbor and perhaps a bit short on prudence, 

a failing that may have contributed to his untimely death.  

 

 

 


